
 
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 
Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. 

Special Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 
Dr. Travia Childs, Chelsea Tillinghast, Kate Bailey, Dr. Michelle Boyer, Alex McHenry 
 
ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 
David Young 
 
GUESTS 
Attorney Joseph McNeil 
 
COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
There were none. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Dr. Childs called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:30 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex 
McHenry made the motion and Kate Bailey seconded; a roll call vote was held. All were 
in favor. The motion passed. The Board requested that David Young and Attorney 
Joseph McNeil attend executive session.  
 
Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and 
Support Staff 
In: 6:30 p.m. 
Out: 7:00 p.m. 
No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Special Meeting 
 
PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 
Dr. Travia Childs, Kate Bailey, Michelle Boyer, Alex McHenry, Chelsea Tillinghast, Hiba 
Ali, Carter Higgins 
 
ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 
David Young, Delina Gilroy, Violet Nichols, Gary Marckres 
 
GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 
35 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Comments from the Public Regarding Items Not on the Agenda 
There were none. 
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Consider Rescinding Mask Mandate 
David Young said his recommendation is to lift the mask mandate beginning on Monday, 
March 14, therefore; the district would become mask optional. This request is consistent 
with the Agency of Education and the Vermont Department of Health. 
 
Dr. Boyer asked what the difference would be if the district decided to lift the mask 
mandate immediately instead of waiting until Monday. David Young said he provided his 
recommendation based on the guidance from the Agency of Education and the Vermont 
Department of Health as well as discussion with the administrative team. The Monday 
date will allow for time needed to communicate with staff, families, and community 
members. 
 
Board members and community members made several comments and asked several 
questions. 
 
Dr. Boyer made a motion to take off masks tomorrow, Thursday, March 10. The motion 
did not receive a second. 
 
Dr. Childs called for a motion to rescind the mask mandate beginning on March 14. Dr. 
Boyer made the motion and Kate Bailey seconded the motion. 
 
Alex McHenry made a motion to amended the motion that the mask mandate be 
maintained for students and staff members that are unvaccinated against the Covid-19 
virus. Chelsea Tillinghast seconded. A roll call vote was held. Alex McHenry voted yes. 
All other school board members voted no to the amendment. The amendment did not 
pass. 
 
Chelsea Tillinghast amended the original motion to require masks on South Burlington 
school buses. Alex McHenry seconded. A roll call vote was held. Alex McHenry and 
Chelsea Tillinghast voted in favor. Kate Bailey and Dr. Boyer voted no. Dr. Childs was 
the tie breaking vote, voting yes. The amendment to the motion passed by a vote of 3-2. 
 
Kate Bailey further amended the motion to put an end date of June 10 on the mask 
mandate on South Burlington school buses. Chelsea Tillinghast seconded. A roll call 
vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. 
 
Dr. Childs called for a motion to approve the original motion, to rescind the mask 
mandate beginning on March 14, and to require masks on South Burlington school 
buses. Kate Bailey made the motion and Chelsea Tillinghast seconded. A roll call vote 
was held. Alex McHenry voted no. All other school board members were in favor. The 
motion passed by a vote of 4-1. 
 
Overview of Open Meeting Law 
Attorney Joseph McNeil provided the school board with an overview of Vermont’s Open 
Meeting law and Vermont’s Access to Public Documents law.  
 
Board members asked several questions. Attorney McNeil will provide the board with a 
written document which outlines the laws. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Dr. Boyer made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m. and Chelsea Tillinghast 
seconded. A roll call vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. 
  
 
 
_______________________________   __________________________ 
Dr. Travia Childs, Chair     Chelsea Tillinghast, Clerk 


